
Governor’s School West  
Faculty and Staff Biographies, 2019 

 
Tamara Akinbo (AREA II) teaches Spanish in Winston-Salem.  She earned her B.A. in 
Spanish and English at Winston-Salem State University and her M.A.Ed. at Wake Forest 
University.  She enjoys discussing pop culture and current events.  She loves listening to old 
school hip hop and 80s rock, reading, watching 80s “B” movies on Netflix, and 
traveling.  She is obsessed with HGTV and the Food Network, but she hates Reality TV.  She 
loves spending time with her son, Ife. 
  
Rodney Allen (GSW DIRECTOR) currently teaches English at R.J. Reynolds High School in 
Winston-Salem, where he has taught since 1998.   He earned a B.A. in English and History 
and an M.A. in Education from Wake Forest University.  He attended GSW in choral music in 
1988 and has worked at GSW since 2000.  Rodney is married to Robyn Allen, whom he met 
at GSW in 2000 when they were both TACs.  They have 3 children, Lizzie Grace (11), Liam 
(9), and Connor (5).  Rodney enjoys spending time with his family and getting sleep, if time 
ever allows.   

Mary Bergstone (ASSISTANT TO THE OFFICE MANAGER) Mary is a graduate of UNC-
Greensboro and has a Masters in Marketing Education from East Carolina University. She is 
currently the Career Development Coordinator at Reynolds Art Magnet High School. Mary 
enjoys singing with several community choirs in town and her church choir. In her spare 
time, she buys and renovates historic properties to rent. This is her fifth year at Governor’s 
School. 
 

Nick Blair (A/V COORDINATOR) is a graduate of High Point University with a degree in 
Electronic Media Production. Nick works for a video production company and is excited to 
help GSW in the transition to being hosted by High Point University. 
 

Sabrina Boyer (AREA II) earned her B.A. and M.A. in English at Florida State 
University.  She completed her post-baccalaureate work in Gender and Women’s studies at 
UNC-Greensboro, where she also earned her Ph.D. in Education and Cultural Studies.  She 
currently teaches Community College in High Point, NC.  She loves anything zombie related; 
she is a huge fan of the TV show Buffy the Vampire Slayer as well as the original 1992 film. 
She is also a fan of Gilmore Girls, and anything created and contributed to by Joss Whedon. 
She loves Gothic literature and digs anything related to media studies or pop culture. She 
identifies as a queer feminist, and is hugely into politics and issues of social justice. She is 
often mistaken as an extrovert, but she is very much an introvert who likes to dwell in dark, 
cool places alone. She loves the ‘80s and ‘90s in terms of music and fashion, and she is 
preparing for the coming zombie apocalypse. This is her sixth year at GSW!  SSDGM. 
 

Joshua Bragg (NATURAL SCIENCE) received his M.A.Ed. in Science Education from Wake 
Forest University and his B.S. in Chemistry (Secondary Education) from Appalachian State 
University. He has taught chemistry at several high schools over the last thirteen years. He 
currently teaches AP Chemistry at the Career Center High School in Winston-Salem NC. The 



vast majority of his free time is occupied with his wife, and son, Parker (age 7). He will start 
ranting about pseudoscience at the drop of a hat. 
 

Meaghan Burke (INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC) is thrilled to be returning to Governor´s School 
West IM faculty as cello/bass instructor.  A New York City-based cellist and educator, 
Meaghan is an avid champion of contemporary music, both composed and improvised, and 
has worked closely with composers such as John Zorn, Georg-Friedrich Haas, Muhal 
Richard Abrams, and many more.  When she´s not performing with her string quartet The 
Rhythm Method, her bi-hemispherical performance trio Dead Language, or her Vienna-
based songwriter collective Loose Lips Sink Ships, Meaghan can be found teaching group 
cello, violin, and orchestra to elementary schoolers at NYC's PS9, and leading workshops on 
improvisation and contemporary interpretation.  She also moonlights as a 
singer/songwriter, and performs her art-pop songs for cello and voice throughout the 
United States and Europe. As a member of the Lucerne Festival Academy Orchestra, 
Meaghan has performed under the batons of Sir Simon Rattle, Pierre Boulez, and Peter 
Eötvös. She holds degrees from Manhattan School of Music (Contemporary Performance), 
Konservatorium Wien University (Vienna, Austria), and Yale. She is currently completing 
her translation of Austrian composer/sound artist Peter Ablinger's collected writings, and 
will soon be releasing her second solo album featuring her favorite collaborators from NYC 
and Vienna. 

Jasmine Bush (A/V COORDINATOR) is a graduate of High Point University with a degree in 
Electronic Media Production. Jasmine works for a local news station and is excited to help 
GSW in the transition to being hosted by High Point University. 
 

Nikèl Bussolati (SOCIAL SCIENCE; AREA III) just completed her ninth year teaching in the 
public school system and her second year at Knightdale High School of Collaborative 
Design in Wake County, NC. She received her B.A. in English from Furman University, and 
her M.A.T. in Education from Salem College. Her undergrad focus was in Film and Cultural 
Studies, and she was accepted to Library of Congress Summer Institute for Teachers. She is 
also the recipient of the 1990 Most Improved Behavior Award for Mrs. Hamrick’s 
kindergarten class at Quarles Elementary in Long Beach, Mississippi. 
 

Alexis Callender (SOCIAL SCIENCE; AREA III) is a native of Winston Salem North Carolina. 
She received her M.A. in Education Curriculum and Instruction from UNC-Greensboro and 
her B.A. in Philosophy and Anthropology from Mary Baldwin College in Staunton Virginia. 
She has experience teaching US History at Reagan High School (Pfafftown, NC) and African 
American Studies, American History I, Sociology, and Civics and Economics at East Forsyth 
High School (Kernersville, NC). She enjoys reading a good book and solving Sudoku puzzles. 
This is Alexis’ second summer with GSW. 
 

Emily Casey (MATHEMATICS) is a high school math teacher at Parkland Magnet High 
School in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. She graduated with a B.S. in mathematics from 
Siena College and a M.A. in mathematics from Wake Forest University. She has been a 
public school teacher for three years, in which she has also taught classes at the Catholic 
University of America and Alamance Community College. Emily loves playing basketball 



and doing math in her spare time. This is Emily’s fourth summer as an instructor at 
Governor’s School West. 
 

Orlando Cela (INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC) is the conductor of Arlington Philharmonic 
Orchestra. His experience includes launching the Orchestral Department at Ningbo 
University in China and conducting the inaugural concert of the Ningbo City Symphony 
Orchestra. He has taught orchestras and choruses at Randolph College (VA) and UMass 
Dartmouth (MA). Guest conducting credits include the London Chamber Soloists (UK), 
Marquette Symphony Orchestra (MI), the Northern Michigan State University Orchestra 
(MI), and the Brandeis New Music Ensemble (MA). He is a recipient of two American Prizes 
- one for Programming and for Conducting youth orchestras, and the Ernst Bacon Memorial 
Award, for excellence in the performance of American music, all through the work with the 
North Carolina Governor’s School Orchestra. On January, 2017, he won second place in the 
London Classical Soloists Conducting Competition for his performances of Beethoven’s 
Symphonies 7 and 8, as a guest conductor with this orchestra. Popular and effective as a 
guest lecturer and clinician, he has guest taught at the New England Conservatory, Tulane 
University, Berklee College of Music, University of Oregon, and Brandeis University, as well 
as at the Central Conservatory of Music in China, Dulwich College (Beijing), Shanghai 
Normal University the Staatliche Hochschulle für Musik und Darstellende Kunst Stuttgart 
(Germany), and the Charlotte New Music Festival (NC). Mr. Cela received his 
undergraduate degree from DePauw University and holds two master’s degrees (flute and 
conducting) from New England Conservatory. Currently, he is faculty at Middlesex 
Community College, Berklee College of Music, and UMass Lowell. 
 

Janakee Chavda (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is a student at New York 
University majoring in History and minoring in Business Studies and German. She enjoys 
practicing meditation, laughing, learning, and pondering. She is excited for her first 
summer working as a TAC. 
 

Beth Clinch Goode (MEDICAL COORDINATOR) is an RN at Wake Forest University's 
Student Health Services. She earned simultaneous B.S.N. degrees from Alfred University 
and The Catholic University of America. She grew up in upstate NY and lived in Washington 
DC before moving to NC 20 years ago. She has experience in firefighting, EMS, Emergency 
nursing, Adolescent medicine and, Nursing education. She has been Certified in Neonatal 
Intensive Care, and worked as a Neonatal Resuscitation Instructor. She is excited to return 
for another summer with GSW! 
 

David Connell (CHORAL MUSIC) has just completed his third year as Director of Music and 
Worship Arts at Norfield Congregational Church in Weston, CT, having served there for the 
previous seven years as Artist-in- Residence. He is a founding Artistic Director of Music on 
the Hill, leading amateurs and professionals in choral and handbell ensembles.  David holds 
a D.M.A., M.M.A., and M.M. in Music Performance from The Yale School of Music and 
Institute of Sacred Music.  He also earned a Bachelor of Music in Organ Performance from 
Philadelphia College of the Performing Arts.  He started in the choral department at GSW in 
2003 and has led the program since 2006. 
 



Chase Culler (NIGHT DEAN OF STUDENTS; ENGLISH) holds a B.A. in English and Modern 
Culture & Media from Brown University and an M.A. in English Literature from Georgetown 
University. He resides in Wilmington, NC, where he is pursuing a Masters of Fine Arts 
degree in Creative Writing (Fiction) at UNCW. This is his fifth summer at GSW, which he 
attended as an English student in 2008. 
 

Bob Davis (MATHEMATICS) graduated with a Bachelor of Science in mathematics from 
Elon University and a Master of Arts in mathematics from Wake Forest University. He was 
named “Outstanding Master’s Student” at Wake Forest University in 2005. Bob spent three 
years on the faculty at Forsyth Technical Community College. He just completed his 
eleventh year on the faculty at Alamance Community College. In addition to his 
instructional duties, Bob serves as coordinator of the Math Center and co-advisor of the 
Mathematics and Physics Club. Bob was 

named Instructor of the Year for the Business, Arts and Sciences division at Alamance 
Community College in 2015 and 2016. This is Bob’s fifteenth summer as an instructor at 
Governor’s School West. Bob is passionate about doing and teaching mathematics, and he 
believes that we can all be better at mathematics than we currently are. 
 

Savannah Deal (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR; AREA III) graduated from Davidson 
College in 2018 with a B.A. in Theatre with a minor in Religious Studies. She spent the past 
year as an apprentice Production Manager at the McCarter Theatre Center in Princeton, NJ. 
Originally from Landis, NC, Savannah attended Governor's School West in 2013. 
 

Matt Evans (MATHEMATICS) is a doctoral candidate in mathematics at Binghamton 
University in Binghamton, NY. He holds a B.S. in mathematics from Berry College (2008) as 
well as Masters degrees in mathematics from Wake Forest University (2010) and Temple 
University (2013). During the 2013-2014 academic year he taught at Roanoke-Chowan 
Community College in Ahoskie, NC. He is regarded as the best ping pong player on GSW 
faculty/staff by a wide margin. This is his tenth year teaching at GSW. 
 

Julia Fiedler (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) graduated in May, right here at High 
Point University! She earned a B.A. in Political Science and Strategic Communication, and 
after the Governor's School, she's hoping to work on a presidential campaign for 2020. In 
college, she was heavily involved in the honors program, an a cappella group, her sorority, 
and the communication honors society. In her spare time, she loves traveling, singing, 
reading, and most importantly, staying up to date on current events around the world. 
Being such a political science nerd, she's very excited to be a social science TAC at the 
Governor's School this year!  
 

Ryan Gramzay (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is currently a student at North 
Carolina State University pursuing a degree in Communication with a concentration in 
Communication Media and a minor in French Language. He attended Governor’s School 
West in 2014 for Instrumental Music and is excited to return for his second year as an 
Office TAC! 
 



Carrie Hart (AREA II) earned her B.A. in English and Women's Studies at Hollins 
University, her M.A. in Women's & Gender Studies at UNCG, and her Ph.D. in Educational & 
Cultural Studies at UNCG. She teaches Gender Studies at Appalachian State University and 
UNCG, and is also a community organizer for and with LGBTQ+ youth in Greensboro, NC. 
She loves practicing yoga, reading graphic novels, and dreaming about zines she will 
probably never have time to make. This is her eighth summer teaching Area II at GSW. 
 

Randall Hayes (NATURAL SCIENCE) is a Kentucky native and a graduate of their copycat 
program (GSP '87! Woo!).  He has degrees in biology from UKY and neuroscience from U 
Rochester in New York. After ten years of research and ten years of teaching, he's now an 
entrepreneur, running an educational media company, and recently got certified in 
Permaculture Design. 
 

Bradley Howard (NATURAL SCIENCE) teaches chemistry at Mount Tabor High School in 
Winston-Salem, NC. He earned his B.S. in Chemistry with a Biochemistry Concentration 
from Wake Forest University in 2012 and his M.S. in Biological Chemistry from the Ohio 
State University in 2016. Bradley enjoys witty humor, puns, and random trivia. His is 
currently binge watching White Gold on Netflix and hopes to have time to pick up book two 
of the latest Rick Roidan series at some point. 
 

Lacy-Margaret Hurd (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is a rising Senior at North 
Carolina State University. She is majoring in English with a concentration in Language, 
Writing, and Rhetoric as well as pursuing a minor in dance. She is also a member of the NC 
State Dance Team and an active member of her sorority, Zeta Tau Alpha. She attended GSW 
in 2015 and is thrilled to be back at her home away from home. In her free time, you can 
find her at a hot yoga class, reading a good book, or taking a nap.  
 

Kim Jones (AREA III) is an English teacher at Chapel Hill High School, where she serves as 
lead teacher for English II World Literature. Kim is a National Board Certified Teacher for 
Adolescent/Young Adult English Language Arts.   She received her B.A. in English and 
M.A.Ed. in English Education at Wake Forest University.  She attended GSE in English in 
2000 and has been on the GSW faculty since 2007. Kim is a recent workout convert and 
may often be found grumbling on her way to the treadmills in the fitness center, though 
smiling on her return jaunt. She also holds an intense passion for 80s powerhouse Journey 
and So You Think You Can Dance. 

Lucy Kimbell (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is ecstatic to join GSW for her first 
year on staff as a TAC! A resident of Pinehurst, NC, Lucy is a current student at NC State 
University, studying biochemistry with a minor in vocal performance. During the school 
year, she is a proud member of the chorale at NC State University and a mentor to freshman 
women in STEM majors. Lucy is currently is semifinalist for the NATS National Student 
Auditions and will be competing for a national singing title later this summer. A GSW ‘15 
choir alum, Lucy cannot wait to spend another summer at Governor’s School West and 
make it as memorable for the students as it was for her! 
 



Pamela Kirkland (OFFICE MANAGER) has taught English at R.J. Reynolds High School for 
the past 11 years, and also serves as a member of the secondary clinical faculty for Wake 
Forest University’s School of Education. She holds a Master’s degree in Transnational and 
Multicultural Literatures. She is a classically trained vocalist, a mediocre writer, and a lover 
of food and puppies. 
 

Nicolee Kuester (INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC) is a freelance French horn player, writer, and 
performance artist based in New York City. She holds undergraduate degrees in Music 
Performance and Creative Writing from Oberlin College, graduate degrees in Contemporary 
Music Performance from UC San Diego, and recently completed a two-year fellowship with 
Ensemble Connect, a program of Carnegie Hall and the Juilliard School that partners 
classical musicians with a wide variety of communities and public schools throughout NYC. 
She has toured internationally as an experimental musician and performance artist and 
performs her text works in small venues across the country. She loves things that unfold 
over long stretches of time, really quiet things, gender things, climbing on things, planty 
things, and putting strange and kind things next to each other. 
 

Kate Llewellyn (TEACHING ASSISTANT; AREA III) currently teaches English at Parkland 
Magnet High School in Winston-Salem. She earned her B.A. in English and her M.A. in 
Education from Wake Forest University in 2016 and 2018 respectively. She is the ideal 
audience for your latest pun. 
 

Lizzie Martin (PUBLICATIONS COORDINATOR; AREA III) is interested in contemporary 
fiction, late ‘90s TV, and the ways that culture, politics, and policy interact.  After studying 
public policy and creative writing as an undergrad and M.P.A. student at Princeton, Lizzie 
worked on human rights and nuclear nonproliferation at the U.S. Department of State.  Now 
based in Philadelphia, Lizzie just finished the first year of a Ph.D. in political communication 
at the University of Pennsylvania.  This is Lizzie’s third summer on staff at GSW after 
attending as an English student in 2008. 
 

Samuel Massimilla (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR; AREA III) recently graduated 
with his Master of Music in Trumpet Performance at the University of South Florida in May 
2019. While in Tampa he taught privately and performed with many different groups in the 
Tampa Bay Area, including The Florida Orchestra, St. Pete Opera, and Asolo Repertory 
Theatre. He graduated from Appalachian State University in the Spring of 2017 with a B.M. 
in Instrumental Music Education and a Certificate in Music Performance. Starting in 
October Sam will be a member of the Orchestra aboard the Celebrity INFINITY where he 
will tour around South America and Mexico. Samuel is very excited to return to Governor’s 
School as a TAC and Area III Instructor after attending Governor’s School East as a student 
in 2012. 
 

Yvonne Matos (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is a student at North Carolina State 
University studying mathematics with a minor in history.  During the school year, she 
works as a university tutor for mathematics.  In her free time, she enjoys playing lacrosse 
and drawing.  She attended Governor’s School in 2016. This is her first summer working at 
GSW. 



 

Alexis Michelle (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is excited to be returning for her 
second year working at GSW.   She is the Art TAC, and she received her B.F.A. from UNCG in 
2017. She is originally from NC, and she’s pretty obsessed with her dog that she and her 
partner recently adopted! She is looking forward to a happy summer at HPU!  
 

Evan Mitchell (THEATRE) is a professional actor, director, and teacher who has performed 
locally, internationally, and in New York. He trained at UNC-Chapel Hill, UNC School of the 
Arts, and at the Lecoq-Lees studio in Paris, France. He teaches a demanding array of 
physical theatre techniques including Contemporary Mask, Viewpoints, and Lecoq 
Movement Analysis This is his eighth year at GSW. 
 

Matt Morris (AREA II) is a professor of English and Humanities at Guilford Technical 
Community College.  He has a B.A. in Art History from Davidson College, an M.A. in English 
from Wake Forest University, and a Ph.D. in English from the University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro.  Matt has been with GSW since 1993. 
 

Ishmael Muhammad (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COULSLOR; AREA III) is a recent graduate 
of North Carolina A&T State University with a B.F.A. in Professional Theatre. He attended 
GSW in 2014 for theatre as well. In addition to be being an actor, Ishmael is a nerd who 
enjoys discussing video games, social justice, and mobile technology.  
 

McClain Musson (SPANISH; AREA III) grew up in Surry County and attended GSW in 2007. 
She earned her B.A. in American Studies and Spanish at Smith College in Northampton, MA 
and her M.A.T at Marian University in Indianapolis, IN. She studied human rights in 
Argentina and Peru and completed a Fulbright fellowship in Colombia. She has previously 
taught literacy in Indianapolis and New Orleans public schools. Currently, she teaches 
Spanish at East Chapel Hill High School. She strongly dislikes talking about herself in the 
3rd person. 
 

Dan Naber (AREA II) has a B.A. in English Education from SUNY College at Buffalo.  He has 
been teaching in NC for 25 years in a variety of capacities from Robeson to Scotland to 
Forsyth Counties.  He is interested in the wealth of musical talent across NC and seeing live 
demonstrations of it as often as logistically and economically possible.  (The NC Folk 
Festival in Greensboro in September will be fun, free, and great again this year!)  He is 
currently fascinated by an assortment of nonfiction, but looking forward to returning to 
some good fiction--he will gladly take suggestions.  
 

John Navarro (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) graduated with a B.A. in Chemistry 
from UNC-Chapel Hill in 2017 and has worked as a Research Assistant at UNC-Greensboro. 
He will begin pursuing his M.S. in Bioinformatics at UNC-Charlotte in the fall. He attended 
GSW in 2012, and this is his third summer working as a TAC. In his spare time, John enjoys 
playing video games and watching basketball. 
 

Sarah Nowell (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is a senior at High Point University 
studying Physics and Graphic Design. She is hoping to pursue a masters in Design 



Management and aspires to be a creative director for a web development company. She is a 
Tennessee native and can often be found binging Netflix or drinking coffee.  
 

Tucker Owens (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is from Chapel Hill, NC and attended 
Governor’s School West in 2016. He began his BSc degree in Mathematics at King’s College 
London before transferring to the University of Edinburgh, where he is currently in his last 
year. His mathematical interests lay within the areas of Real and Complex analysis and 
measure theory. He is a coffee enthusiast and enjoys running, cult classics, and haggis. 
 

Nicole Parks (INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC) is thrilled to be involved with the Governor's 
School for another summer! Originally from Minnesota, Nicole Parks is a Boston-based 
violinist and pedagogue who lives with her composer husband and two fluffy and loving 
cats. With a particular passion for contemporary music, she collaborates with a diverse 
group of performers and living composers to bring new music to a wide range of audiences. 
She performs regularly with many ensembles including Boston Modern Orchestra Project, 
Odyssey Opera, Sound Icon, Equilibrium, and is a violinist and founder of the Semiosis 
Quartet, a string quartet performing exclusively 20th/21st century music with the passion 
and dedication that it deserves. She was the founder and original artistic 
director/conductor of The Lirica Chamber Ensemble, an ensemble created to play rarely-
heard and new works for chamber orchestra. Nicole is a member of the American String 
Teachers’ Association and serves on the MA-ASTA board as President. She teaches string 
pedagogy at The Boston Conservatory at Berklee College of Music and teaches privately out 
of her home and at the Concord Conservatory in Concord, MA. Summer performance and 
education workshops where she has taught include BIMA at Brandeis University, 
Minnesota All-State Orchestra, and STRINGWOOD. Nicole holds a B.M. in violin 
performance from St. Olaf College, and M.M. and P.S.C. degrees from The Boston 
Conservatory where she studied violin performance and pedagogy with Sharan Leventhal. 
 

Beth Philemon (CHORAL MUSIC) identifies her 2004 summer as a GSW Choral Music 
student as a defining adolescent experience and is excited to return to the "best" campus 
after having been a Choral Music Teaching Assistant/Counselor (2011) and Office Manager 
(2014) at GSE. With a master's degree in choral conducting from Northern Arizona 
University and an undergraduate degree in music education from Trevecca University, Beth 
has taught secondary choral music in Tennessee and North Carolina. One of Beth's choirs 
recently performed at the North Carolina Music Educators’ Conference where she has also 
led conference sessions on topics such as digital portfolio assessment and the inclusion of 
social media in the choral classroom. In 2018 Beth founded the social media takeover 
account CHOIRBATON, designed to highlight choral experiences around the globe, and in 
2019 launched the corresponding podcast by the same name to interview people about life 
and choir. This fall Beth is trading her official classroom title as "teacher" for "student" as 
she begins her Masters of Business Administration (M.B.A.) at NC State University with a 
focus on entrepreneurship. One of her many passions is engaging with people to promote 
#morepeoplesinging and she is excited to focus on the intersection of choral music and 
business in this next phase of life. 
 



David C. Phillips (ENGLISH). An alumnus of GSW (1995), David holds a Ph.D. and M.A. in 
Comparative Literature from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and a B.A. in 
Political Science from Hampden-Sydney College. His academic/research interests revolve 
around theory/philosophy of fiction, metafiction, narrative/narratology, philosophy of 
language, and the works of Vladimir Nabokov and Philip Roth. He has been teaching at the 
college level for seventeen years within both the University of North Carolina and North 
Carolina Community Colleges systems and is currently employed a full-time instructor at 
Wake Technical Community College. This is his seventh consecutive summer as a faculty 
member at GSW. He is an avid fan of the “true crime” genre, horror movies, and classic 
punk rock (among other things). He lives very happily with his most wonderful wife and 
two beyond-delightful daughters in Greensboro. 
 

Bethany Phillis (DAY DEAN OF STUDENTS; AREA III) earned an M.A. in teaching from 
Duke University and a B.A. in English from UNC-Chapel Hill. She teaches English at 
Hendersonville High School, her alma mater. Her students know her as the rapper Phil.I.Is. 
She would be happy for you to stop by her office to visit her sometime when you are not in 
trouble.  If you want to make her smile, ask about her cat, Boo. This is her eleventh summer 
at GSW. 
 

Joshua Pontillo (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is a rising senior at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, where he is majoring in English and Religious Studies with a minor in German and 
works as a resident advisor. Joshua is looking forward to returning to Governor’s School for 
his second year. This summer he is also working on an Old English digital humanities 
project. In his free time, he enjoys discovering new music, reading, and writing. 
 

Joshua Rhodes (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is a classical double bassist 
studying at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music. Joshua is entering into his fourth year of 
College (after his first two years at the University of North Carolina Greensboro, and 
entering his second year at Oberlin). Joshua enjoys playing symphonic music, but he has 
developed a deep love for classical and contemporary chamber works. After studying with 
Craig Brown, Tracy Rowell, Dee Moses, and George Speed, Joshua enjoys mentoring and 
working with future college musicians as he encourages challenging oneself, and reaching 
for the stars. Joshua believes in collaboration between all musicians and artists.  Over the 
course of his college career, Joshua has worked intimately with world-renowned musicians 
like Lynn Harrell and Kendra Colton. Over his Winter Term at Oberlin, Joshua studied the 
viola da gamba with Cathy Meints and performed in a Contemporary Opera by Missy 
Mazzoli. When he returns to school in the fall, Joshua will be performing at the Oberlin 
College and Conservatory New Student Orientation with his John Harbison chamber 
ensemble.  Outside of music, Joshua is a Bonner Scholar at Oberlin College, and he also 
interns at the Oberlin Heritage Center. When not studying or practicing bass, Joshua loves 
to swim, read Classic American Literature, practice yoga, shop, and talk to his twin brother 
on the phone.  After being an Instrumental Music student at Governor’s School West, as 
well as a member of the GSW Quidditch World Championship team in 2015, Joshua is 
ecstatic to be back at Governor’s School West as a TAC! 
 



Ryan Rotella (ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR; AREA III) ails originally from Knoxville, TN. 
Ryan graduated from Davidson College in May 2017 with a B.A. in English, Cum Laude. He 
has previously worked with the Americorps/Davidson College Advising Corps as a college 
advisor at Bunker Hill High School in Claremont, NC. Ryan is delighted to be welcomed as a 
new member of the Governor's School West Staff/Family. When he’s not setting up games 
nor hatching various schemes/shenanigans, Ryan enjoys writing screenplays (that 
probably won’t see the light of day), taking nice, long walks (preferably in the mountains), 
and discovering new music (all kinds). 
 

Christopher Sabolcik (AREA II) graduated from Wake Forest University with an M.A.Ed. in 
Secondary English Education and a B.A. in English and Philosophy. During the academic 
year, he teaches English literature and composition in Winston Salem, NC. This is his 
seventh summer at GSW.  
 

Emily Satterfield (ASSISTANT TO THE DIRECTOR; AREA III) teaches high school English 
in Winston-Salem.  She earned a B.A. in English Literature and German at UNC-Chapel Hill 
and an M.A.Ed. at Wake Forest University.  In her spare time, Emily enjoys reading, playing 
tennis, hiking, cross-stitching, and playing with her cat, T.S. EllieCat.  This is her seventh 
summer at GSW. 
 

Deana Seitz (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is a rising senior at Marlboro College in 
southern Vermont. She is double majoring in Film/Video Studies and Psychology. Deana is 
from 

the Outer Banks and attended GSW in 2015. She enjoys going hiking, caving, canoeing, and 
is a huge fan of roller coasters.  
 

Lundon Sims (AREA II) teaches Spanish and serves as the Foreign Language Department 
Chair at R.J. Reynolds High School in Winston-Salem, NC.  She earned her B.A. in History 
Education and Spanish at Elon University and her Master’s in Spanish Education at Auburn 
University.  She served as a Peace Corps Volunteer to Nicaragua in 2002-2004.  She was a 
North Carolina Teaching Fellow.  Lundon suffers from F.O.M.O. in regards to Game of 
Thrones: she refuses to watch actual episodes or read the books but she does purposely 
read the spoilers that summarize what happened in the narratives.  She attended 
Governor’s School in the Summer of 1996, and she has taught at GSW since 2015. 
 

Noelle Stroud (TEACHING ASSISTANT/ COUNSELOR) is pursuing a Bachelor's in 
Neuroscience at Ohio University. She attended GSW in 2016 and is so excited for her first 
year as a TAC. Noelle is from Greenville, NC and she loves dogs, philosophy of science, 
comic art, bad movies about high school, math, and hummus. She is hoping to pursue a 
career in computational neuroscience after she graduates. 
 

Kelly Clare Toland (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) is coming back for her second 
summer as a theatre TAC for Governor’s School West. Kelly is a senior at East Carolina 
University working towards a B.F.A. in Musical Theatre and Professional Acting. She 
recently completed an intensive two year training program in the Meisner Technique and 
was certified in Unarmed Stage Combat through the Society of American Fight Directors. 



Kelly has been involved in a number of ECU mainstage shows, touring shows, community 
theatre, and conducted multiple workshops for high school students. Most recently she was 
seen in The Three Musketeers and The Mystery of Edwin Drood. She is very excited for 
another wonderful summer!  
  

Sara Ruth Tourek (DANCE) has worked as a professional dancer, choreographer, and 
educator throughout the United States.  She currently works as an Assistant Professor of 
Dance at Elon University, where for the past ten years she has choreographed numerous 
works for the dance department. Sara has also choreographed several shows at 
Greensboro’s Triad Stage including, South Pacific and Pump Boys and Dinettes.Sara has also 
been invited to present work as the featured local artist on the North Carolina Dance 
Festival Tour as well as the Greensboro Fringe Festival.  She was the featured guest 
choreographer and teacher at Texas Tech and Northwest Florida State.  Sara holds a Master 
or Fine Arts in Dance/Choreography from The University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
and a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance Technique from Ohio University. Sara has also served 
as the Lead Dance Instructor at Governor’s School West for the last ten years.  
 

Anna Wallace (ART) holds a B.F.A. in Ceramics from the Cleveland Institute of Art and an 
M.F.A. in Studio Art from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. Anna is a Durham 
native and attended GSE in 2008. She is an exhibiting artist and professor of art. Anna's 
other interests include running, practicing yoga, and reading Victorian Literature.    
 

Savannah Williams (TEACHING ASSISTANT/COUNSELOR) graduated from Davidson 
College in May with a B.S. in Mathematics and a minor in Educational Studies. In the fall, 
she'll be starting a Ph.D. program in math at Bryn Mawr College. Savannah attended GSW in 
2014 as a Mathematics student and is incredibly excited to now be returning to the math 
department as a TAC!  
 

Samantha Yaussy (NATURAL SCIENCE) is a faculty newbie this year! A proud Governor's 
School West alumna, she received her B.A. in Anthropology from Wake Forest University 
and her M.A. and Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University of South Carolina. She recently 
accepted a Visiting Assistant Professor position at the University of Nevada, Reno and will 
be teaching courses on biological anthropology, human osteology, forensic anthropology, 
and human variation in the fall. When not teaching classes, Sam spends her time 
conducting research in England. Her research uses human skeletal remains to learn about 
patterns of health and disease in the past. If you keep an eye out, you can occasionally find 
her at anime and comic book conventions, cosplaying as her favorite characters. 
 

Peter Zlotnick (INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC) is the Principal Timpanist for the Greensboro 
and Winston-Salem Symphony Orchestras. He is a founding member of the duo Amphion 
Percussion and performs often with the Philidor Percussion Group and other chamber 
ensembles. In addition to performing, Peter is the Education Director for the Greensboro 
Symphony where he coordinates small and large ensemble concerts, instructional 
programs, and the Greensboro Symphony Youth Orchestra. During the school year, he 
teaches percussion via The Music Center of City Arts Greensboro. Peter received his M.M. in 
Percussion and Music Education from Northwestern University and B.M. from the Eastman 



School of Music. He lives in Greensboro, NC, with his wife Luci, their son Maxwell, and their 
cat, Stash. This is his seventh summer at GSW. 
 


