
Week 4 Optional Seminars 
SUNDAY 
7:00: Contemporary Film Series Presents: The Royal Tenenbaums, Chase Culler, English (Wanek Movie Theater) 
After a dysfunctional childhood in which they were labeled as geniuses, three eccentric siblings (now a businessman, a playwright, and a tennis prodigy) struggle  
with adulthood and ultimately return home to live with their mother and estranged father, who is dying of cancer—or is he faking it? Featuring brilliant  
performances from Gene Hackman, Ben Stiller, Anjelica Houston, Gwenyth Paltrow, Luke Wilson, Owen Wilson, Bill Murray, and Danny Glover.   
Directed by Wes Anderson. 
9:00: Karaoke Night, Ryan Rotella, Activities (Wanek Movie Theater)  
Come back to campus with sing-alongs and YouTube Karaoke. 
 

MONDAY 
4:00: The Opioid Epidemic: More than a War on Drugs, Dinene Crater, HPU Guest, Sam Yaussy, NS (PH 120) 
What is an opioid addiction (biologically speaking) and why has there been a sudden increase in opioid use and abuse?  Particularly, who is harmed in this  
epidemic, and how can we improve our public health and policy responses to prevent further deaths? 
4:00: Taxicab Geometry, Bob Davis, Math (PH 220) 
The geometry taught in high school, Euclidean geometry, is a wonderful model of a flat piece of paper, but Euclidean geometry is not the only geometry. This talk will explore what happens when the familiar geometric rules change to account 
for how a taxi cab navigates a city grid. 
4:00: Poetry Workshop, Emily Satterfield, Area III (PH 113) 
Each week, different faculty poets will lead poetry reading and writing seminars.  This week’s workshop will be led by Emily Satterfield. 
7:30-9:00: *Art Opening, Art Students (Sechrest Gallery, HFAC) 
Due to limited space, attendance times will be staggered.  7:30-8:00: Students with last names A-Ha.  8:00-8:30: Students with last names He-Pe.  8:30-9:00: Students with last names Pi-Z. 
9:15: The Office Trivia, Ryan Rotella, Activities (PH 120) 
Who will emerge with the Dundies? Come, play, win! 
 

TUESDAY 
4:00: The Myth of African Art, Alexis Callender, SS, Alexis Michelle, TAC (PH 116) 
This examines the popular perception of South Africa and other African nations to compare our perception with reality.  Alexis C. will talk also about her recent trip to South Africa.   
4:00: Mathematical Morsels from The Simpsons and Futurama, Sarah Greenwald, Math Guest (PH 120) 
Did you know that The Simpsons and Futurama contain hundreds of humorous mathematical and scientific references?  We will explore the mathematical content and educational value of some favorite moments. 
4:00: What Superheroes and Villains Can Tell Us, Sabrina Boyer, Area II, Sarah Colonna, Guest (PH 220) 
“You were made to be ruled.  In the end, you will always kneel.”  Using characters like Loki, Captain America, Wonder Woman, and Captain Marvel, we will examine current political topics and think about our place in history.  Using fiction to 
think about the past, will we be the hero(ine)s or the villains?  
7:00: Ants, Aunts, and Collective Behavior, Michael Yang, Guest, Randall Hayes, NS, Noelle Stroud, TAC (PH 220) 
Ant colonies respond resili-ant-ly to environmental changes, despite a lack of central control.  We’ll tackle popular myths about ant “society” while learning about how colonies regulate foraging, create resilient infrastructures, and “remember” 
information.  Finally, we’ll consider how collective behavior evolves and is shaped by ecology.  
7:00: Sound, Feedback, and Social Space, Bernd Klug, Guest, Meaghan Burke, IM (HFAC 116) 
In this interactive seminar, visiting sound artist and engineer Bernd Klug talks about his work, which explores sound and social space, as well as other topics and techniques in the field of sound. 
7:00: The Beats and the Counterculture: Challenging the Legacy of their Activism, Sabrina Boyer, Area II, Joshua Pontillo, TAC (PH 216) 
We will begin by examining the history of The Beats and how they established “counter” culture norms for later generations.  This seminar will reevaluate the role the counterculture played in American progressivism.  
9:00: Open Mic Night and Publication Launch, Ryan Rotella, Activities, Lizzie Martin, Publications (Pauline Theatre – HFAC) 
Come again to our weekly open mic night, where music, poetry, comedy, and anything performed is welcomed. In preparation for this week’s Inter-Disciplinary Event, mixes of acts (poetry + song, Math + Theatre, etc.) are encouraged.  The 
GSW publications team will also be launching our magazine, West and Brightest, at this event, so be sure to pick up your copy! 
 

WEDNESDAY 
4:00: The Game of Hex, Steve Robinson, Math Guest (PH 220) 
Wake Forest professor, Dr. Stephen Robinson, will be visiting campus to give a seminar on the mathematics of the game of Hex.  The talk will conclude using the game to prove a fundamental result in analysis. 
4:00: Staying Power: Womanhood and Durational Performance Art, Anna Wallace, Art, Nicolee Kuester, IM (Black Box) 
Anna and Nicolee take a look at the role of gender, the body, and physical/emotional labor in performance art from the 1960s-70s to the present, including an examination of some of their own works. 
4:00: Appropriation or Appreciation??  Kim Jones, Area III, Lundon Sims, Area II, Nikèl Bussolati, SS, Tamara Akinbo, Area II (PH 120) 
An analysis of cultural appropriation in media and pop culture.  
4:00: Fandom, Ho!  Randall Hayes, NS (HC 122) 
Science fiction fans formed one of the 20th centuries first “subcultures” which has now gone mainstream.  All are welcome to come geek out.  NS students can also prepare for Saturday’s field trip to our local SF convention  
(www.con-gregate.com). 
7:00: * WhatsApp, Murder, and Stories from Latin America, Kara Andrade, Guest (Pauline Theatre - Hayworth FAC) 
Kara Andrade is a Senior Innovation Specialist for Counterpart International's Innovation for Change Initiative, which supports civic space work through regional innovation hubs in six regions.  She is also a PhD candidate at American 
University’s School of Communication focusing on Latin America, media, technology and society. Her work through her social venture, HablaCentro, her research at Counterpart focuses on the adoption and implementation of innovations to 
solve common democracy problems.  She will share her experience, insights, and personal stories about being a journalist and researcher.  #tellastory 
 

THURSDAY 
4:00: SSDGM: Part III, Nikèl Bussolati, SS, Sabrina Boyer, Area II (PH 120) 
Join Nikèl and Sabrina for the third installment of their exploration of gender and true crime.  This week they’ll tell you how to stay sexy and not get murdered by sharing survivor stories.  
4:00: Is Science Fiction Possible, According to Nature?  Brett Woods, HPU Guest, Bradley Howard, NS (HC 122) 
Super heroes and fantasy genre are extremely popular.  In much of entertainment, there is a hint of reality.  Could human mutations actually lead to examples of X Men?  Could CRISPR lead to giant flying killer alligators, such as in the movie, 
Rampage?  We will explore the fantastic, but entertaining, examples found in modern entertainment and discuss if there is actual scientific support for the possibility of dragons, King Kong, giant attacking spiders, super heroes, and more. 
4:00: Magic Marker Calligraphy and Fonts, Emily Satterfield, Area III (PH 216) 
Calligraphy is an art form, but you don’t necessarily need special materials to do it.  In this seminar, we will briefly examine the history of fonts and how fonts and handwriting styles can contain hidden messages.  We’ll also learn some basic 
techniques for modern-calligraphy using everyday materials and try out our skills by designing and creating a greeting card.  (Limited materials available—30 attendees maximum!) 
*7:00: Sources of Fiction, Clyde Edgerton, Guest (Pauline Theatre – Hayworth FAC) 
Clyde Edgerton is the author of ten novels (five of which were New York Times Notable books) a memoir, a book of advice for fathers, and numerous short stories and essays. Born in Durham in 1944, he writes about North Carolina life with a 
sensitive ear for regional humor and character and with an eye for its idiosyncratic, distinctly Southern traits. He will discuss with us the inspiration for his creative work, which often emerges from his own life, and the career he’s had as a 
Southern storyteller—one who writes about race, family, class, and politics.  (Several of his books are also available to check out in the HPU Library.) 
30 min. after the speaker: Movie Night: Clue (Wanek Movie Theater) 
See the grandfather of board game movies in a classic whodunnit! It may or may not be in preparation for an upcoming event... 
 

FRIDAY 
4:00: Supercali-familistic-patriarch-atrocious, Bethany Phillis, Area III, Carrie Hart, Area II (PH 120) 
Join us as we explore gender roles and “family” values as espoused by the Walt Disney franchise. 
4:00: Fractals!, Sarah Raynor, Math Guest (PH 221) 
Wake Forest professor, Dr. Sarah Raynor, will be offering a seminar on fractals.  The audience will be introduced to fractals, fractal dimension, and the idea that there are non-empty sets of measure zero. 
4:00: Lemurs and Microbes and Poop—Oh, My! , Erin McKenney, Guest (HC 122) 
Dr. Erin McKenney has collected over 200 fecal samples from 20 species living at 4 different zoos to study how diet and other factors shape the gut microbiome. Her research blends ecology, nutrition, and comparative gut morphology. Come 
learn more about how you can affect your gut microbes, and how your microbes might be affecting you! 
4:00: Screenwriting and Playwriting: Act II, John Howle, Guest (PH 220) 
Come hear from GS Alum and playwright John on how to take your story ideas and format them for the screen or stage.  This time John will explore the complexities of writing conflict and action for the middle and end of your play or 
screenplay.  This seminar is open to all, and if you attended Part I in Week 2, please bring your materials from the first seminar with you. 
7:00: Phi, Fie, Fo, Fum: I See a Global Phenomenon!  Erin McKenney, Guest, Bob Davis, Math (PH 220) 
The golden ratio, phi Ф, is woven through our universe.  We will discuss its derivation and appearance in nature and art. 
7:00: I Have Nothing to Say, and I am Saying It… Peter Zlotnick, IM (Sechrest Gallery) 
Words and music by composer, performer, and philosopher John Cage, one of the most important figures in twentieth-century music and thought. 
7:00: Southern Literature and Clyde Edgerton, Chase Culler, English (HC 122) 
Are you a Southerner? Or are you curious about Southern culture?  Did you enjoy Clyde Edgerton’s performance?  This seminar examines the magic behind Southern storytelling by looking at the people and culture it captures.  We will discuss 
oral storytelling, Southern Gothic literature, and current “new South” stories, asking how we might preserve local color in a world that seems less “local” (and more global) every day. 
9:00: Human Chess (Wanek Courtyard) 
We’re playing chess where the pieces are people.  All players, pieces, and spectators are welcomed! 
 

SATURDAY 
1:30: So, You Want to Be a TAC…  Rodney Allen, Director (PH 120) 
TACs are obviously pretty cool people, but they also play a vital role here at GSW.  If you are interested in returning to GSW as a TAC someday, come get all the details at this event! 
2:00: The Shape of the Universe, Bob Davis, Math (PH 220) 
This talk will discuss the shape and geometry of the universe by introducing the audience to the mathematical world of topology. 

2:00: Honor Culture, Political Campaigns, and Social Science Research, Lizzie Martin, Area III (PH 120) 
Some political scientists believe that persistent regional differences in notions of honor are responsible for higher rates of violence in the American South. How credible is this evidence, how else could we research it, and what are its implications 
for political campaigns? 
2:00: Ekphrasis: Through my Eyes, English Students (Wanek Movie Theater) 
Ekphrasis is defined as a literary description of a work of art.  Come hear our English students’ creative poetic interpretat ions of performances done by IM, Dance, and Art students! 
3:15: Fat Triangles, Emily Casey, Math (PH 216) 
What is geometry? More specifically, what is geometry when we change the rules that we are used to? The rules that are used to model a flat plane—we will change these rules to model the sphere. This seminar will culminate with a proof 
regarding triangles on the sphere. 
3:15: The Up Series, Lizzie Martin, Area III (PH 120) 
This series of documentary films has captured the lives of 14 British children every 7 years since 1964, when they were 7 years old.  
30 min. after the inter-disciplinary event: Masquerade Ball (Millis Gym) 
Have a ball in your best costume for a truly fancy time in the gym. 

RECURRING EVENTS  
Running Group – Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 7:00 am 

          (Meet in front of Wanek) 

Meditation – Mondays through Saturdays, 7:30-7:50 

           Randall Hayes, NS (Daniel Hayworth Park) 

Film Series – Check Weekly Schedule 

Queer, Trans, and Questioning Dinner – Tuesdays at 5:00,  

          Sabrina Boyer, Area II, Carrie Hart, Area II (PH 220) 

Yoga – Thursdays at 4:00, Anna Wallace, Art, Carrie Hart,  

         Area II (Sechrest Gallery) 

Poetry Workshop – Check Weekly Schedule 

http://www.con-gregate.com/

